
 

 

 
 

 

Region One ESC Receives Multi-Million Dollar Grants to Support Post-Secondary 
and Career Pathways Efforts, and Support for Adult Learners  
 
A formal announcement of federal dollars awarded to the Region One Education Service Center/Office 
of College, Career, and Life Readiness totaling over $30.2 million by the United States Department of 
Education was made at a press conference event held on Friday, October 15, 2021, at the Region One 
Education Service Center in Edinburg, Texas. The awarded grants for the GEAR UP: Pathways to the 
Future, Educational Opportunity Center- Operation College Bound & Beyond, and the PATHS Project, will 
make it possible to provide expanded services to more students and adult learners throughout the 
eight-county area of South Texas served by Region One.  
 
In attendance at the celebratory news conference were school district leaders, administrators, students, 
community, and higher education partners. Congressional Representatives attended the event to show 
their support for the Region One initiatives and Congressman Vicente Gonzalez (TX-15) who addressed 
the attendees joined in the check presentation festivities. 
 
“The GEAR UP Partnership will provide the building blocks for our students to reach their full potential,” 
said Congressman Gonzalez. “I am grateful for U.S. Secretary of Education Dr. Miguel Cardona’s support 
and belief in South Texas students and educators. Congratulations to Region One on receiving this 
critical funding.”  
 
“On behalf of the thousands of students, educators, and families who will benefit from these awarded 
grants, we are extremely grateful for the many life-changing opportunities they offer,” says Dr. Judith M. 
Solis, Interim Executive Director, Region One Education Service Center. “We are also humbled by the 
awarding of these grants because it speaks to the ongoing work at Region One toward post-secondary 
efforts, healthcare career pathways, and support for those adult learners wanting better for themselves 
and their families. At Region One ESC our decision-making is always led with the question, ‘will it 
positively impact students?” and in this case, it most definitely does.” 
 
The GEAR UP-Pathways to the Future grant is a seven-year grant totaling $28 million. The awarded GEAR 
UP grant, “Pathways to the Future” partners Region One with local institutions of higher education, 
community organizations, and private institutions to serve 22 middle schools, 14 high schools, and 13 
school districts, 7 which are rural districts. Participating districts include Brooks County ISD, Brownsville 
ISD, Donna ISD, La Joya ISD, Lyford CISD, McAllen ISD, Mission CISD, Rio Grande City CISD, San Isidro ISD, 
San Perlita ISD, Sharyland ISD, Valley View ISD, and Webb CISD. There are currently two active GEAR UP 
grants which serve nearly 14-thousand students in 29 school districts. With the new federal dollars, 
Region One GEAR UP will expand its reach to all 38 school districts in the regional service area.  
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Region One Education Service Center (www.esc1.net) serves over 438,000 students and educators in seven counties in south Texas including 
Cameron, Hidalgo, Jim Hogg, Starr, Webb, Willacy and Zapata counties. Region One works to assist school districts in improving student 
performance, assist districts to operate more efficiently and economically, and implement initiatives assigned by the legislature or the 
Commissioner of Education. 

 

The Educational Opportunity Center (EOC) was awarded $1.3 million to fund the Operation College 
Bound & Beyond program until 2026. The EOC grant is aimed at the adult learner population to assist 
participants to obtain their secondary School Diploma/GED, assist them with admissions applications 
toward post-secondary work, assistance in completing financial aid applications and post-secondary 
enrollment. The goal is to recruit and serve one thousand adult learners each year of the grant. The 
grant aims to serve adults living in Hidalgo and Starr Counties in the underserved communities where 
the Adult Education Centers are currently located. 
 
The PATHS Project grant was awarded $924 thousand to provide academic and career-focused 
postsecondary advising through the alignment of healthcare jobs, curriculum support, online resources, 
and expanded industry exposure for students, counselors, and teachers. This grant, titled PATHS-3 is the 
third such grant awarded to the program and will allow for the expansion of services to the ten 
participating districts. Students in the 10 grant-identified districts (Harlingen CISD, Hidalgo ISD, Lasara 
ISD, La Joya ISD, Lyford CISD, PSJA ISD, Roma ISD, South Texas ISD, Valley View ISD, and Vanguard 
Academy) will participate in the healthcare industry and career awareness activities at the elementary 
grade level, industry and career exploration activities at the middle school level, along with expanded 
efforts at the high school level to enter the healthcare field through internships and certifications. 
 
“The overarching goal of the grants is to create possibilities by offering pathways toward college, a 
career, or military for students beginning in the seventh grade to adulthood,” says Melissa I. Lopez, 
Region One ESC Interim Deputy Director for the Division of Instructional Leadership, School 
Improvement, and College Readiness. “Through activities and programs designed for the students and 
their families we want to open doors of opportunity to a bright and successful future for themselves and 
their families. It all starts with providing information, guidance, and support. These grants will allow us 
to make an impact and make a difference for generations to come.” 
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